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== HE Agel, in prove the Bi- 
WH <inity of aur Bleſſed Maſter are 
ery mmerong.; but inaſmuch 
as ſome af you are engaged in 
the Purſuit of Baſmtſs , and are not at 
Leiſure ; others in Amuſements that divert 
jou more than the looking into Religions Con- 
troverſits, and _— Time to enter far 

into what is to be ſai 
bave exhibited to your View only one of the 
A 2 many 


_ this Subject; I 
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Arguments to 1 Jeſus to be Very 


confidered : If ® 
antes 


wary 
- ſides, on which the Doctrine of the Son's 
being Very God-refts for its Support And 
2 will be able to and, if this Bould fal; 
tho' Nys not ſen le of any Ham in it; and 
Irefer my ſelf to Jn, whether Fm miſtaken, 


or no. 
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But tho' — in Time, 
Him, he wis as to another i a great 
before Time began; Tho in one Senſe he was 
the Seed of Abraham, he was in another, that 
I am, who was hefore him; and the ſame wh 
was. the Offpring the Houſe of David, — 
alſo the 
from which this Family of David, and all the 
other Families of the Earth, originally ſprung; 
for they were all the Creatures of his Power ; 
and this entituled him to the Character of the 

Noot of Feſſe : Vet the ſame was the Oſſſpring 
_ allo f David, becauſe when - >= opens, Bog 

become Man, he took his Fleſh from the Vit- 
gin, who was a Deſcendant of that Royal Line. 
That He was deſcended of David 
to the Fleſh, was a Thing eaſy enough 
provd, when the Goſpels were wrote, which 
contain his Genealogy; becauſe the Evangeliſts 
need do no more than refer to the ies, 
both Publick and Private, that were then in be- 
ing, thoſe of the Houſe of David eſpecially, 
and Tribe of Fudab ; for the Meffab being ex- 
ed thence, a Regiſter of the Deſc nts 

this was doubtleſs preſerv'd in the Publick 
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eſſe. He was the Fountain 
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But 'what is the greateſt 2 
and is not ſo eaſily got over, is the Divine Ge+ 
neration of the Son, 
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- " Secondly, 1 ſhall ſet 
Scripture and Arhanaſian Creed deliver about 


the Derivation of the Son, as to his Eſſence, 


from the Father. And 

Lafily, After an Anſwer to an Objection or 
—* the Inferences dedueible from the 
Whole. 


I. With reference to the Firſt of theſe, the 
Eternity of the Son, I purpoſe to conſider, what 
Kind of Forms of Words and Phraſes the Scri- 


the Father: And if it appears, that the Phraſes 
are either the very Same, or of a like Significa- 
tion, by which the Eternity of the Son, as well 
as the Father, is taught; then the Eternity of 
each of em muſt either ſtand or fall together; 
and is what we cannot deny to the Son, if we 
allow / to the Father, unleſs we are unreaſonably 
partial in our Judgment, and refuſe to the Son 
a Claim which is properly his, if the Scriptures 
are to be the Rule by which we direct our Judg- 
ment, and from which ue are to receive our 
- Information. 110 vnn 


Firſt then, Dan. 7. ( when the Cauſe of the 
Son of God was pleaded in Heaven before the 
Father againſt the Enemies of his Ki ; 
and it was determin'd that He, the Son, ſhou d 
be exalted to a Place of Empire and Authority, 
that he might ſubdue em) God the Father is, 
at Verſe 13. called the Ancient of Days _ 
a fd '$4 en- 


before you both what the 


ptures make uſe of to expreſs the Eternity of 
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Mention is made of him again at Verſe 28. in 
the ſame Words as FVerſe 13. Bebold, one like 
the Son of Man came with the Clouds of Hea- 
or | ven, and tame to the Ancient — 0 
he This Title being given to God the Father by 
r é 
| ſuppoſes him precedent to all Things, that 
he the whole Creation is but young in Compariſon 
at | with Him. For if any Thing, w Viſible or 
i- {| Inviſible, or if any Perſon of the many Ib * 
of luſtrious ones that were at that Solemn Aſſembly 
es | which the Prophet ſaw in his Viſion, were 
Elder than He, that Thing or Perſon wou d 
have been the Ancient f Days; And the Title 
had not with Propriety belong d to God the 
* Things, however long it 
But foraſmuch as all Thi ever long it 
may be ſince their Being began, did find Him 
before em; and tho they ſaw Thouſands begin 
to live after themſelves, did yet not ſee the 
Time when his Original was; therefore he is 
called by a Name which ſuppoſes him tò have 
had no Beginning at all, but to have been from 
all Eternity. N 55 
e A no leſs undoubted Mark of Eternity than 
e this, which the Prophet Daniel gives to the Fa- 
, ther, does the Prophet Iſaiab give to the Son, 
d | the Meſſiah that was to be born to the Houſe of 
„ David; when he gives us the lofty Characters 
„ which ed to Him. er ert 
4 9. 6. Unto us a Child is born, and his 
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- | Name ſhall be called Wonderful, Cbunſellor, the 
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Mighty 
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the Everlaſting Father ; har is, 
the Eternal » + ny or Father — 
. the lat of rheſe Ways i molt 
of the Verſions. And the & does not at 
all detract from the —— 
un the moſt mighty God Ages. 
Now if that Eternity, of which Jeſus or the 
Son of God is called e Father, does compre- 
hend all Duration, nat only that which is here- 
after, but that alſo which is gone — then 
the Son of God who is called the F 


\ Mighty God 


he is called the Father: And if —— 
belongs to his Character as well as to 
ther s; and Iſaiab has given the Son as 
of it, as Daniel had given to the Father : 

the latter is called by Daniel the 
the Former is « by 1/aiab 


as to make ir have Reſpect unto the 
ae er yet we have Reaſon rather 
ve of thoſe that do; becauſe,” Firſt, it 
x — too exalted a — vo call tha 
0 m the W 
immediarely proceeding — — 
all rhe Verſions, the Mighty 
Gol. - For this being the Title of the One only 
true God, He that has it, a — 
wich, of confeeuatice; thoſe eſſential 
ties, Which cannot be divided from it; of which 


Eternity is undoubtedly one. And 
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very Ancient Parts of the Univerſe, or the Uni- 
verſe it ſelf, that we remember none of us the | 
Birth of, were younger than God. For he was | 
__ all Things, whether Viſible or Inviſi- 
And although it does not abſolutely imply an 
Eternity, to ſuppoſe him to haue been before the 
Moum ains, or the Earth, or World were made ; 
et inaſmuch as we are referrd back, when we 
Jook after the Original of One who was in be- 
ing before theſe, unto an endleſs Space of Du- 
ration before Time began ; therefore whatever 
was before theſe moſt Ancient and Durable 
Things of the Creation, is underſtood to be 
Eternal ; and this is one of the Notes by which 
the Scriptures deſcribe the Eternity of the Fa- 
ther to us. | | 
Now the very ſame Form of Speech which 
David uſed to expreſs the Father's Eternity, 
doth Solomon *. 0 2 the Son s. For 
ſpeaking in of Proverbs concernin 
_ was perionally the Wiſdom of God. 
* Lord vel me is the Br of 
4 pajjeſſed me m the inning 
bis Ways 9 Works of ns f A} if — 
et rom Everlaſting, from the Beginning, or 
— Earth was. — When there were no 
Depths, I was brought forth ; when there were 
no Fountains abounding with Water. 25. Be- 
fore the Mountains were ſettled, before the 
Hills was 1 brought forth, &c. | 


Many 
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the Expreſſions in this Chapter con- 
the Wiſdom of God, that can't with 
ering the Viſion be apply'd to any other, - 
than ſome — Perſon muſt be 
none elſe but He, who is called ſometimes the 
Word, and at others the Wiſdom of the Father, 
and was concerned with him in Formation 
of the Worlds. a 
\ I ſhall dwell no longer upon this. bar mn 
to Another, ir 
preſſing Eternity of the ſame Nature as the Pre- 
ceding, but is 1 — a very 
cant Characteriſtick of it, and has ſo nece 
A to our. bleed Lord, — 
however ill inclined to the Divinity of our Sa- 
viour, can pretend to have Regard to any one 
elſe. The 2 Micab in his 5th. 
gives us hc le a Proof of the Eterni of 
the Son, that hardly needs any A 
ty beſide to ſupport it. For chus i is in dhe 
24 ver, of that Chap. But thou Bethlehem E- 
phrata, tho thou be little among the thouſands 
of Fudah, yet out of thee be come forth 
unto me, that is to be the Ruler in Iſrael, whoſe 
oings forth have been from of Old, from Ever- 
or the Days of Eternity. 

- I cannot take my Leave of theſe ions, 
without firſt ſomewhat with Reſpect 
to both of them; the former, which relates * 
the Father, and the two latter to the Son; 
the Words in all of em which denote 
are either the very ſame, or elſe are 


are Fas ial Vera the Pole 
3 4 Farher be Eternal, and 
ly conclude him to be ſo, becauſe 


„„ we 


foe the ſe 
1 Town im of 0 Ever- 


. vet * by 
which is fet forth the immutable Contimuance 
and Sameneſs of the Father 
as well that which is — — 
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Ni 
fa it is — 


M's nor ho be 

GodHeat? co be alike Eternal, ren — 

t fike Marks of Eternity up- 
givert to the Son, as well us. 


Scriptures make uſe 8 
See make of when the Eerie which 
reaches. without End, to all Paſt n 
ſet forth. 

In the x:th of the Book of Revelations, ver 
1. the, Father is called, He, hich, is, = 
which was, and which, is to come. The Word I- 
means a Being for the Time Preſent, Was de- 


notes all that s Paſt, and to come his 
Being .to. all Futurity; and frequently in. the 
ſame Book is the Eternity of the Fatt r thus 
Seen 


The Author of * Aber in d I th and 
"$i, gives to the Son the Character of Eterni- 
tyv, u ch is fully equivalent n * 164 
— 3 Ä gives to the Father. 


the _ Set, with the pub: 
retriye it from that Conſtruction which 

preſents the Apoſtle as n is 
e Feſus, is: the: ſame, Barg 2570 5 


Her ever, than than that 2 ch Ap 
yes t 
* b eber Y Apoliles, 1 5 


But that it 
— — perſon a Ne 2 not his 


Doctrine; that it muſt We fy the ene 
Unchangeableneſs and -Suffic 
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Wer 
e 
Son, and not: the Immutability of the Things 
taught by the Apoſtles, will appear from the 


Says the Author of the Epiſtle, 5- Let 
your Converſation be without ezouſndfs and 
be content with ſuch Things as you have: For 
God, who is always and everlaftingly the fame _ 
Almighty. Protector, has ſeveral Times in the 
Old:Teſtament f made a Declaration to them, 
that with patient Continuance in Well· doi 

perſevere in his Service, in theſe Worde, and 
ſaid, I will never leave thee, nor for ſake thee: . 

6. So that we may boldly ſay, the Lord is 
Helper, and I will not fear what Man fball 
unto me. Reer . een e 
Here if you ſhould ask, How ate we inte- 
reſted in-this Promiſe, or what Coneluſion can 
we draw from it, to be the Foundation of Cou- 
rage and - Confidence? For admitting it à juſt 
Reaſon not 1 *. | Joſs Che is an MT 
potent Spirit, ſays, he won't leave us or forſa 

us, — he alſo in whom we have — 
whom we have ſeen cloathed with Mortal Fleſhi, 
protect his Votaries now, as God did of Old; 
that we ſhould be as fearleſs in Confidence of 
his Help, as the Prophets in Dependance on 
God's 2. If this be a Doubt your Minds ſuggeſt, 
be convinc'd of Chriſt s All-Sufficency to ſup- 


port you, by looking at the very Examples of 
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thols Rulers, who from 
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. ou, who have ſpoken unte the 
e of Go of God; 4; whoſe Faith Allow, confulering 
the End of their Converſation. 2 how 
Glorious an Exit they with what 
Reſolution they faced the King of Terrors. 
And what ſhould hinder, but you may alſo as 
firmly endure, and come off Conquerors, ſince 
you have the ſame Perſon to ſuſtain you, as 


7 % Criſt, (whois) the ſame: Te 
ft, 7 
S 2 


ehe Support of them, who were. che Heirs of 
Faith in ancient Days; is their Support at Pre- 
ſent; and will be to all future A one Being not 
a Perſon Subject to Varib De- 
fe” of Power, or Anger of Reſo 
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This ba molar a with regard to what 
went before. In this Conſtruction they contain 

a very ſtrong Argument for the Profeſſors of 


the: Goſpel to 'tru in that Jeſus: ſor Support 
wala” 7 1 * under 


For 


q 


11 


an © which was. 


2 


then be aſhamed't> 


which it to come.” Let us not 


Deſai 


F,1 4 
God, thi 


o-ſhew Him 


: 

a 2 

A *” 
4 

Higheſt w 


* 


W #&# 4 „ 
+4; N FTE * 
12 
with God | 
1 
was before 
ET s 
I. ” 
- ® * 


F; ven 15, 


3 
. 
* 


depend upon him. 


* 
— = 
2 * 
* 
41 


the Sch of the 
be able, through 


. 
* 9 — 
o 


reature. 


„f the' 


ralted, E in 8, 


to be a Buckler of 


but the 


hereafter 
is, and wif 
of Duration 
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no Part of thoſe Creatures himiſclf 


of which he is faid to be the Firſt-born, he is men- 
tioned as the Author of the Creation, and for 
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do nor bluſſi c call the Father an Eternal 


pace of 


Protection to ſuch as 
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and Everlaſt 
a Part of it therefore himſelf, becauſe it was tlie 


1 it mid uo bay had 
Refulr of His Will and Pow 


of the Epiſtle to the 
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to have 
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(2) 
. by Him, ver. 16. were ul Things crns- 
— that are in Heaven and this are'in Birch, 
viſible and inviſible, whether they be Thrones; ar 
Dominions, or Principelities,or Powers, all Things 
were created by ty bim end for bim, and be i: before 
all s, and by bin all Things conſiſt. - 
are ſuch .lofty Characters, that the 
Scriptures contain ſcarcely any 
higher Strain, concering the Father himſelf. 


For, what. can be hid greater, to expreſs his 


—— A Thi ela 
was before ings, was | 
Builder of 'em, ar well of Thrones, Print ipalities 
and Powers, which are in Heaven, as of all of 
Mortal Race that dwell upon the Earth. No 
Qreature from the ſoweſt to the higheſt, from the 
minuteſt Reptile Inſect to the moſt exalted Se- 
mph, but muſt own itſelf to have been faſhioned 
by him, as by an Immenſe and Eternal Potref: 


It is confeſſed on all hands, that the Perſon 
in the Godhead, who is called the Father, is an 


ele wee M But the word Father does — 
Eternity, as conſider d 
2 ay ore ras the word Son, 


3 added to that word ſome 
ſuch Characteriſticks of Eternity TOs 
mention d before. 

| For otherwiſe) He who. is called Father, may 
hare been, hel $69: of forms vite oily thas way 
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But the very ſel-fame 


who i is 4 $06. bh 
Such is the Account which 
give us of the Son's Eternity; 1 
eL Fes, 
w ri 
moms do. A8 5 very ſame 
Eternity are Scriptures to 
long to each of the Perſons alike without 
ſtinction, the Creed does moſt h aim the 
Father to be Eternal, and the Son nal ; 
Father to be Uncreate, and the Son Uncreate ; 
and that theſe Two Perſons are Coeternal, the 
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_ Flitarily Divine without a Second. It is not 


ttial an 
. ibn is of Matter. And this Reaſon we have to 
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em were alike in 

2 It wou d be Raſfineſs to 
i, hs 1 Poſterior or Prior to the 
other itt Point of ime, altho one be a Father, 


and the other a Son; For ſince the, Enſigns of 


Eternity given to the Son, are no other than 
what are given to the Farher ; we ought by no 
means, we pretend to be wiſe ve what 
is written, to „That there ever was a 

ime, when the Divine Nature was without 

e Relation of Father and Son, or .that the 
Firſt Perſon in the ever-bleſſed Trinity was ever 


unlikely, that the Second Perſon was as ellen- 


ux and Reſult of the Firſt, as Exten- 


ſupport ſuch an Opinion, becauſe the Books 
written by Divine Infpiration, from which only 
A Knowledg of this Kind is to be had, do 
ibit the Son to us, tho as begotten, yet as 
ee r= 2g the Eternal 


IF; Sebvih, 4s cher a ext Agreement 
betueen the Scriptures , and the "Athanaſian 
Creed; in giving Eternity to God 290. 
well as Fat er; e 
Second Perſon to have derived all his Being bom 
the Firſt,” 

St. Jobn tells us, Chap, 1. ver. 14. Tbe Ward 
. was 22 Pleſo, and dwelt among us, and we 
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ther, uſt ods have taken his Ray Hh 4 
and as to his Divine Nature was the e 
of Him whoſe Son he was. 

3 in, ver. 18. No Man huth fren God 
at any time; the only Begotten Son which is in | 
the om of of the Faber, * bath declared * 
No Hanes Creature has at any time been in- 
timately acquainted with the Eſſence, the Peg 
fections, the Will and Mind of God, but that 
only Begotten Son of his, who was more 
Man, who is truly a divine Perſon allo; hy 
1 5 being where, and always in the B 
ſam of bit E. 7 knew all his Father . 
ſels and Perfections, and. this ;s he wh hs 
clared the Father to us. In the Former of the 
Two Verſes cited, he is called the only begotren, 
and here the only 2 es his Son as. tb 
his Divine Nature being here meant, p — as 
1 Humane, , 9 5 x 1 25 

een Co ware 
ay ee Soo or he was in bit Bo 
and by being, there was better able 9 
and declare the Will of God to us, when. he 
came and convers d here below in the Similitude 
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certain Fat ber, the Perſon be gotten with, re 
to ſome one chat begat, the Receiver 0 

em ſome one that was 4 Giver, m —. 
derived his Eſſence from the Perſon who 
the Firſt, becauſe that Firſt Perſon can only 

> the Fatber, be be that begat, and was the 
; with reference to the Second 
Son, be that — ee, and 
„ ian, We. 

therefore, _ for our Sakes became 
be Eternal, no 
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tares agaizat this Gweel, user dhe. ming 
dcemmendable Teal, of "throwing: off the et⸗ 
ters of Humane Impoſitiens; 
War 8 againſt * an 
Creed, they be baply found to fight againſt 2 
os every Artdeve in Nis that is ſupported by 
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